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between theory and practice. It puts life in the dry bones of
history and adds wings to lessons written in pedestrian prose.
Children of the school-going age are apt to receive maximum
benefit from mimicry. But an over-dose of mimicry may create a
ludicrous effect.

Ventriloquism is the art of imitating and successfully
reproducing the sounds coming from a distance. The artiste is
seen standing on the stage but the sounds made by him appear
to be emanating from a distance. According to one technique,
the artiste speaks holding two dolls/marionettes in his hands. In
the other kind of technique, he does not hold anything in his
hands.

Mono-acting or multi-acting is the most difficult type of
acting. A mediocre artiste cannot do this because it requires
imagination, originality and creativity. Although the artiste
portrays one or two characters in the play, he should have a
complete picture of the drama. He should have vision and the
ability to visualise the entire play and see it as a whole. For
example, he can understand the role of Cassius only when he
follows the meaning of Caesar's comments on him.

"Yond Cassius has a lean and hungry look

He thinks too much; such men are dangerous".

"Let me have men about me, that are

fat; sleek-headed men and such as sleep O'nights".

Certain passages unconnected with the assigned portion
may hold the key to comprehending the intricacies and inner
workings of an important character. For example, we have those
wonderful words addressed by Macbeth to the physician who
comes to treat Mrs. Macbeth :

"Canst thou not minister'to a mind diseased,
pluck from the memory a rooted sorrow,